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TO:
DIRECTORS, LOCAL DEPARTMENTS OF SOCIAL SERVICES

DEPUTY/ASSISTANT DIRECTORS FOR FAMILY INVESTMENT

FAMILY INVESTMENT SUPERVISORS AND ELIGIBILITY STAFF

FROM:
NICHOLETTE SMITH-BLIGEN, ACTING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR      
RE:
FAMILY PLANNING REFERRALS 
PROGRAM AFFECTED:
TEMPORARY CASH ASSISTANCE (TCA)
ORIGINATING OFFICE:
OFFICE OF PROGRAMS 

SUMMARY:

The Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program (TANF, known as TCA in Maryland) was developed with four specific purposes: (1) to provide assistance to families most in need, (2) to end dependence of parents in need by promoting job preparation, work and marriage, (3) to prevent and reduce incidences of out-of-wedlock pregnancies and (4) to encourage the formation and maintenance of two-parent families.  
In compliance with TANF’s third purpose, Maryland created the attached “Family Planning - a Guide for You” to be issued to TCA applicants. The pamphlet also helps establish broad-based categorical eligibility for Food Supplement Program (FSP) customers. Categorical eligibility means that FSP customers do not have to verify assets and resources as part of the eligibility determination.
“Family Planning - a Guide for You” provides applicants information on making informed decisions regarding contraceptives. The pamphlet also includes the phone numbers and websites of local family planning services. 
ACTION REQUIRED:

Case managers must offer the pamphlet to every applicant regardless of age or other factors. Case managers, however, are not required to discuss the pamphlet or its content with the customer. Customers are not required to accept the pamphlet and may choose not to. 
Attached are copies of the flyer in both English and Spanish and both may be downloaded from FIPnet. Copies of the brochure will also be available through the DHR warehouse. Follow normal procedures to request additional copies.
ATTACHMENTS
Birth Control Guide
Birth Control Guide – Spanish
INQUIRIES

Please direct policy questions to fia.policy@maryland.gov 
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