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Department of Human Resources

311 West Saratoga Street 

Baltimore MD  21201
	FIA ACTION TRANSMITTAL

  

	Control Number:  14-01

	Effective Date:  November 1, 2013

	
	Issuance Date: October 3, 2013


TO:

DIRECTORS, LOCAL DEPARTMENTS OF SOCIAL SERVICES

DEPUTY/ASSISTANT DIRECTORS FOR FAMILY INVESTMENT

FAMILY INVESTMENT SUPERVISOR AND ELIGIBILITY STAFF

FROM:
ROSEMARY MALONE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR


  RE:               FOOD SUPPLEMENT PROGRAM MASS CHANGES
PROGRAM AFFECTED:  FOOD SUPPLEMENT PROGRAM

ORIGINATING OFFICE:
OFFICE OF PROGRAMS

SUMMARY:

Be advised, due to the sun-setting of federal legislative provisions in the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA), money that was authorized by Congress for the temporary increase in FSP benefits will end as of October 31, 2013.  This will result in an allotment decrease effective November 1, 2013.
Each August, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) publishes the updated standards for income and deductions for the next federal fiscal year.  The income standards for the Food Supplement Program (FSP) increase for all household sizes.  The FSP excess shelter deduction also increased slightly to $478.  The Standard and Limited Utility Allowances (SUA, LUA) and telephone standards remain unchanged.   Effective October 1, 2013, customers may see a slight increase in their Food Supplement benefits.  Allotment levels did not increase for October.

CARES central staff have made all necessary modifications as of the week-end of September 8.  The CARES system will generate notices for affected households advising them of the changes in benefits.  A flyer will be attached to the notice explaining the change [See Attached].

ACTION REQUIRED:

The Family Investment Administration has updated the on-line FSP manual to reflect the changes. 

Reminder:  The homeless shelter deduction remains at $143.  In cases where all members are homeless, but do not receive free shelter, the household will quality for the standard homeless shelter deduction of $143. 

Note: Use actual shelter expenses, rather than the homeless shelter deduction, if the actual shelter costs result in an excess shelter deduction that is higher than the $143 homeless deduction.

Food Supplement benefits and new recoupment amounts do not require further action by the case manager.  The only exceptions are recoupment cases when the payment plan source is grant reduction (GR) or court order (CO).  CARES generates a report identifying these cases.  CARES will send local departments this report right after the migration.  Case managers must manually update these cases. 

PAYMENT ACCURACY

The changes should not affect payment accuracy.  However, local departments using the manual Food Supplement calculation worksheets should make adjustments for the new standard deductions for calculations effective November 1, 2013. 

INQUIRIES:  Please direct FSP policy questions to Rick McClendon at 410-767-7307 or rick.mcclendon@maryland.gov
ATTACHMENTS:
FSP Manual Section 115 Categorical Eligibility
FSP Manual Section 600 Standards for Income and Deductions
cc:
DHR Executive Staff

Constituent Services


DHR Help Desk


FIA Management Staff

OIG
Your Food Supplement Benefits Are Changing

Why are my benefits changing?

In November 2013, you will get less in your Food Supplement benefit (Food Stamps) because of a change in federal law.  The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009, which provided extra Food Supplement benefits, will end on October 31.
How much are my benefits going down on November 1?  

You can see your benefits for November on the first page of this notice. 
Can I appeal this change?

No, you cannot appeal this change because this decrease in benefits is the result of a change in federal law.  You can file an appeal if you think that the reduction in your benefits was calculated wrong.  

Questions?

If you need help or have questions about this change, please call 1-800-332-6347.

For questions about food resources in your area, dial 2-1-1.

Health Care Reform is Coming

What does health care reform mean to me?  

If you already receive Medical Assistance, then you do not need to do anything.  Your Medical Assistance will continue as long as you are eligible.

What can I do if I don’t have Medical Assistance or health insurance?

The law is changing in January 2014.  If you do not have Medical Assistance, Medicare or private health insurance, then you can apply for affordable health insurance through the Maryland Health Connection. 

How can I apply for affordable health insurance?

Anytime between October 1, 2013 and December 31, 2013, you can apply in advance of the law changing.  You can apply on line at http://www.MarylandHealthConnection.gov or by coming into your local department of social services office.
Questions?

If you have questions about health care reform, please call 1-855-642-8572


