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Department of Human Resources

311 W. Saratoga St.

Baltimore, MD.  21201-3521
	FIA INFORMATION  MEMO


	Issuance Date: September 22, 2005

	Effective Date: Upon Receipt

	
	Control Number: 06-14


TO:

DIRECTORS, LOCAL DEPARTMENTS OF SOCIAL SERVICES

DEPUTY/ASSISTANT DIRECTORS FOR FAMILY INVESTMENT

FAMILY INVESTMENT SUPERVISORS AND CASE MANAGERS

FROM:
KEVIN M. MCGUIRE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

RE:

STUDENTS

PROGRAM AFFECTED:
FOOD STAMP PROGRAM

ORIGINATING OFFICE:
OFFICE OF PROGRAMS 

SUMMARY:

Periodically the Food and Nutrition Service Mid-Atlantic Regional Office sends the questions they receive from states in the region and the answers.  Following are questions and answers about eligibility for students living in dormitories.    

Question:  A student is enrolled full time, lives at the university and receives all meals from the university.  The student qualifies for food stamps under one of the student requirements listed in the Food Stamp Manual section 102.3.  Does the fact that the student lives at the university and receives all meals there, override the student eligibility requirement?  Or is the student ineligible because of residing in an institution?

Answer: This student does not qualify for food stamps.  The fact that the person meets the student requirements does not override the prohibition against participation for most residents of institutions.

Question:  Most college students now pick a meal plan that may or may not cover all meals.  If only a portion of meals are covered, would the individual then be eligible for food stamps if an eligible student? 

Answer: If a student residing in a dorm meets the student requirements and has a meal plan for more than 50 percent of 3 meals per day, he or she is ineligible.  If the meal plan covers less than 50 percent of 3 meals per day, then he or she is eligible.  

INQUIRIES:

Please direct questions to Kay Finegan at 410-767-7939 or Rick McClendon at 410-767-7307.
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