ELIGIBILITY OF QUALIFIED ALIENS FOR TEMPORARY CASH ASSISTANCE

	If the immigrant is…
	Entered the U.S. before 8/22/96…
	Arrived on or After 8/22/96…

	· a legal  permanent resident (LPR)
	Eligible for Federal  TCA


	· 5 year ban for receipt of Federal TANF (TCA)  benefits

· Family eligible for State TCA during 5 year  Federal ban if 60 months not received in State program

· After 5 years from date of status, eligible for federal TCA



	· a Parolee granted status under section 212(d)(5) of the INA for one year
	
	

	· a Conditional Entrant under section 203(a)(7) of the INA (as in effect prior to 4/1/80)
	
	

	· an immigrant who (or whose child or parent)  has been battered or subjected to extreme cruelty in the U.S.
	
	

	· a refugee under section 207 of the INA
	Eligible for Federal  TCA


	· By law (PRWORA) eligible for 5 years from entry (refugees or Amerasians) or granting of status (Asylees/deportation withheld/Cuban and Haitian entrants) for Federal benefits.  

· In Maryland also eligible after the 5 years for Federal TCA, if the 60-month limit not reached.

	· an  asylee under section 208 of the INA 
	
	

	· an immigrant whose deportation is withheld under section 243(h) of the INA
	
	

	· a Cuban/Haitian Entrant paroled under section 212(d)(5) of the INA
	
	

	· an Amerasian LPR
	
	

	· an immigrant with 40 qualifying quarters
	Eligible for Federal  TCA


	Eligible for Federal  TCA



	· a veteran, active duty military, the spouse or unmarried dependent child
	Eligible for Federal  TCA
	Eligible for Federal  TCA




FEDERAL FOOD STAMP IMMIGRANT STATUS ELIGIBILITY

	If the immigrant was admitted as…
	and  the INS document is…
	and legal date of entry or status is… 
	then the immigrant is…

	· A refugee under §207 of the INA. 

· An asylee under §208 of the INA

· An alien whose deportation is being withheld under §243(h) or whose removal is being withheld under §241(b)(3) of the INA. 

· A Cuban/Haitian entrant paroled under section 501(e) of the Refugee Education Assistance Act of 1980

· An Amerasian LPR under 584 of the FOEFRPAA 


	· I-94 or 

· I-688 B – Annotated with the following INS sections:

274a.12(a)(3) – Refugee

274a.12(a)(5) – Asylee

274a.12(a)(10) – Deportation withheld

· I-766 – Employment Authorization document with one of the following annotations:

A3 – Refugee

A5 – Asylee

A10 – Deportation withheld

· Cuban/Haitian entrants will have an I-94 annotated “Cuban/Haitian Entrant” under section 212(d)(5).

· Amerasians will have an I-551with status codes, AM6, AM7, or AM8or I-94 annotated with status codes: AM1, AM2, AM3

· Asylee may have:

-A letter from the Asylum Office of the INS, or

-An order from an Immigration Judge granting asylum.

· Immigrants with deportation withheld will also have an Order from an Immigration Judge showing deportation withheld under section 243(h) or 241(b)(3) of the INA.  The date of entry for these immigrants is the date this status is assigned.

· I-571 Refugee Travel Document
	on or before 8/22/96 
	eligible if the immigrant meets one of the following:

· is currently under age 18, or

· meets the definition of disability (regardless of when the disability began), or 

· was age 65 or older on August 22, 1996.

	· 
	· 
	more than 7 years ago
	not eligible, unless the immigrant:

· meets the criteria above, or

· has adjusted status to a naturalized citizen, or

· has adjusted to LPR status and meets those eligibility criteria.

Note:  If the immigrant’s INS status has been adjusted to a LPR,  the I-551 will be annotated with one of the following codes:

RE6 through RE9 – Refugee

AS6 through AS8 – Asylee

CU6 or CU7 or CH6– Cuban Refugee



	· 
	· 
	less than 7 years ago
	eligible for 7 years after the entry date (for refugees or Amerasians) or  date of obtaining status (even if they have adjusted to LPR status).   

Note:  After the 7 year eligibility period expires, these immigrants are not eligible again unless they lawfully resided in the U.S. on 8/22/96 and meet the eligibility criteria in the first box above or until they have adjusted their status to:

· a naturalized citizen, or 

· a LPR and meet the alien eligibility requirement. 


FEDERAL FOOD STAMP IMMIGRANT STATUS ELIGIBILITY

	If the immigrant was admitted as…
	and  the INS document is…
	then…

	· a Parolee granted status under section 212(d)(5) of the INA for at least one year


	I-94

Note:  I-94 will have a stamp showing admission for at least one year under section 212(d)(5) of the INA


	the immigrant is eligible if the immigrant was lawfully residing in the U.S. on 8/22/96 and the immigrant:

· is currently under age 18, or

· meets the food stamp definition of disability (regardless of when the immigrant becomes disabled), or

· was age 65 or older on 8/22/96.

Otherwise the immigrant is not eligible unless the immigrant:

· is an honorably discharged veteran who met the active duty requirements for 

-24 months, or

-the period for which the person was called to active duty.

· is an active duty military personnel, or

· is the spouse, unremarried surviving spouse or minor dependent child of an honorably discharged veteran or active duty personnel, or

· has adjusted his or her status to LPR and meets the LPR exceptions.

	· a Conditional Entrant under section 203(a)(7) of the INA
	I-94

I-688B – Annotated 274a.12(a)(3)

I-766 – Annotated  A-3
	


FEDERAL FOOD STAMP IMMIGRANT STATUS ELIGIBILITY

	If the immigrant was admitted as…
	and  the INS document is…
	then…

	· Legal Permanent Resident (LPR), other than Amerasian
	I-151(this is an obsolete form, send to customer to INS), or

I-551, Resident Alien Card


	the immigrant is eligible if the immigrant was lawfully residing in the U.S. on 8/22/96 and the immigrant:

· is currently under age 18, or

· meets the food stamp definition of disability (regardless of when the immigrant becomes disabled), or

· was age 65 or older on 8/22/96.

Otherwise the immigrant is not eligible unless the immigrant:

· meets the” 40 qualifying quarters” requirement, or

· is an honorably discharged veteran who met the active duty requirements for 

-24 months, or

-the period for which the person was called to active duty.

· is an active duty military personnel, or

· is the spouse, unremarried surviving spouse or minor dependent child of an honorably discharged veteran or active duty personnel.

Note: To qualify for food stamps as a surviving spouse of a deceased veteran or active duty military person, the surviving spouse must not have remarried.

 

	a native American born in Canada or Mexico who is entitled by treaty to reside in the U.S.
	I-551 annotated with:

S13 – American Indian born in Canada


	the immigrant is eligible

	a Hmong or Highland Lao tribe member when the tribe assisted  the U.S. armed forces during the Vietnam War, their spouses, unmarried dependent children, and the unremarried widow. 
	I-94, or I-551
	the immigrant is eligible if the individual:

· is from Laos, Vietnam, or Cambodia, and

· claims to be a member of a Hmong or Highland Laotian tribe when the tribe assisted the U.S. armed forces during the Vietnam War, or is a spouse, a widow or  widower who has not remarried, or an unmarried dependent child of an immigrant meeting this criteria.  See AT 99-10 and Guidance for Non-citizen Verification. 


NOTE: 

· When a child is ineligible for the Federal Food Stamp Program, consider eligibility for the State-funded Food Stamp Program.

· If the immigrant claims eligibility as a battered spouse or child, consult Section II of the Guidance for Noncitizen Verification    

